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Topics:  DaNang_Damage, Leaks, returning flight path from spray missions.

Page 1:
  Flight patterns  Paragraph 1, B


Nearest target 20km, faulty nozzles  Paragraph 1, C


Leakage, Herbicide Damage to Vegetation Plots Vicinity Da Nang Air Base, faulty valve after spray mission  Paragraph 1, D (continued on page 2)
Page 2:
disposition of empty herbicide drums, drums could contain small amounts of herbicide which when vaporized would be sufficient to cause damage, drums were noted in the hamlets being used for trash containers and water barrels  Paragraph 1, E


damage in the vicinity of Da Kang Air Base was caused by herbicide leakage from Ranch Hand aircraft, (especially in the Hoa Vang demonstration plot,  Paragraph 2, a



damage was due to vapors from empty drums (other areas) Paragraph 2, b



supervision over the maintenance of spray nozzle valves in order to prevent leakage  Paragraph 3, A
Page 3:   
That in the future, demonstration vegetable plots not be located in proximity to the Ranch Hand flight pattern  (this shows the danger of being close to a Ranch Hand flight path  Paragraph 3, B
that a request be made to the ARVH depot at Da Nang to closely control the disposition of empty herbicide drums  Paragraph 3, C

Trip Report Attached at This Location
Danang - October 25-26, 1968

Note:  Trip made because of years of reported problems
Page 1

1. Nearest targets have been at least 20 kilometers from Danang

2. The Danang Airport runways lie north and south. Generally take offs and, landings are to the south. Approaches are made over the Danang river.  Note:  There is an error here, actual map notes landings to North)
3. Spray equipment is inspected for leaks, etc. prior to take off.

4. Spring loaded valves on spray nozzles open under pressure and close automatically when pressure is cut off. foreign obstacles may prevent proper valve operations
5. Ltc. Larsen stated that nozzles sometimes leaked on return flights.
Conclusion:

Damage in the Ho-Vang area is principally from leaky values on spray

planes returning from missions.  Herbicide chemical barrels are unquestionably a cause of much difficulty throughout

the area.
Recommendations;

1. Chemical barrels must be thoroughly cleaned before selling or giving to the local population.

Major Hidalgo will look into the spray equipment system to determine means to reduce leakage.
Two pages of maps showing flight pattern (returning to the North) of UC123 aircraft and “black spots” showing areas of damage.
