 Dioxin is a highly persistent chemical that only slowly degrades in the environment. Dioxin present in surface soil may take from 9 to 15 years to degrade to half its concentration. In subsurface soil, dioxin will remain largely unchanged with time. Dioxin in water settles in sediment and can re-enter the water when the sediment are disturbed.
The harbor at Da Nang has the following characteristics:  Lose sediment is found at almost all points where the harbor waters touch land and those lose sediments are disturbed by tides and water vehicular traffic in the harbor.  This lose sediment extends to the deep water anchorage areas.
Da Nang airport sits a level of 30 feet above sea level.  According to topographical maps, this is higher than surrounding areas.  Runoff of liquid at the airport location would not be confined and would travel downhill.
Evidence of this fact can be found in recent documentation by Hatfield Consultants, Ltd.  That documentation shows that a lake positioned north of the runway is contaminated to a degree that fishing and harvest of lotus blossoms is now prohibited.
One study of Da Nang airbase found soil concentrations of “TCDD toxic equivalents” (TEQ) of up to 365 parts per billion (p.p.b.) — 365 times the international maximum level of 1.0 p.p.b. Seventeen out of the 23 soil samples taken at Da Nang airbase exceeded the international maximum standard.
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Comment:  It is credible to say that liquid chemical and contaminated sediment migrated from the environs of the airbase and traveled toward the harbor without abatement.

