When is a veteran not a veteran?
In the case of U.S. Navy Vietnam veterans who received the Vietnam Service Medal and who have applied for health care and benefits under presumptive Agent Orange disability, these veterans are not treated like other Vietnam veterans in the eyes of the Veterans Administration.

Apparently, the Vietnam Service Medal issued to U.S. Navy personnel is no longer the same one issued to the rest of the military. It looks the same, it’s inscribed the same, and the DD-214 says it's the same, but it’s not. One medal would mean identical VA benefit coverage for all Vietnam veterans, but it doesn’t.

The VA also has decreed that the air breathed by Navy personnel in the area off the coast of Vietnam is not the same air breathed by those who put a “boot on the ground" on Vietnamese soil. They say Agent Orange could not have disbursed itself further off shore by "spray drift." The Laws of Physics say differently, but then, second hand smoke has not been determined to cause cancer - or has it?

These once 18-year-old boys who followed orders and became men are now in their 60’s and older. They don’t have the luxury of time to wait for an empty promise to be fulfilled. Many have developed the same diseases for which the VA provides benefits to other veterans, but the Vietnam Navy veteran goes without those benefits. 
These men gave several years of their life to spend at sea, many times working 18 to 20 hours for days on end, fueling and fitting armament to war planes, firing guns, and manning submarines they hoped would surface as well as they submerged - almost like being in the real military. They were simply doing the job their country asked them to do. Aren’t they worthy of being treated as equal veterans? Apparently, they are not.
I was proud of receiving the Vietnam Service Medal. I thought it meant I had done something for my country. Apparently my country doesn’t feel the same. This is definitely a case when a veteran is not a veteran.
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