On May 15, the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific and the Global Environment convened a hearing on Agent Orange (AO) in Washington. The hearing was entitled "Our forgotten responsibility: What can we do to help [Vietnamese] victims of Agent Orange?" 

Although it is very noble of Congress to look abroad to relieve the suffering of the world, your first responsibility is right here at home. There are currently 500,000 Vietnam veterans here in the U.S. that have been denied the health care and compensation benefits given to all other veterans of that War. A large group of those veterans are currently suffering and dying from disabilities due to their exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War.

The Agent Orange Act of 1991 was supposed to have addressed benefits to all veterans of the Vietnam War who were suffering from the cancers and other diseases brought on by exposure to the dioxin in Agent Orange. And, in fact, it did address these disabilities for U.S. veterans for the first 9 years.

In 2002, the Department of Veterans Affairs decided it didn't need to provide these presumptive service-connected benefits to any member of the Armed Forces whose boot did not touch the soil of mainland Vietnam. In 2002, the DVA stopped providing those veteran benefits to a group of 500,000 veterans who served offshore Vietnam, sometimes at distances less than 100 yards. They stopped providing benefits to Coast Guard and Marine contingents who provided support to our troops in the Mekong Delta and elsewhere. They stopped providing benefits to Air Force personnel who maintained and loaded the spray planes with Agent Orange while stationed at our air bases in Thailand.

For the past 5 years, the DVA has chosen to spend millions of dollars fighting us in court and in their regulatory processes rather than re-establish our eligibility which they honored for the first eleven years after enactment of the Agent Orange Act. 
The U.S. Congress has turned a blind eye toward this group of veterans and, in doing so, has actually encouraged the DVA's decision to dishonor our service by denying us the usual benefit of the doubt that the law requires the DVA to extend to veterans who file disability claims. The VA has admitted they have absolutely no scientific evidence to refusing our claims, and they have ignored the mountains of scientific data that prove our exposure to Agent Orange.

I respectfully request that you hold a Congressional investigation into this matter at the earliest possible time. These actions, along with other's that have disgraced the DVA in the eyes of the American public, reflect directly on you. You are the mouthpiece of your voting constituents. You are our representation voted in to protect us from unscrupulous actions of the various government departments. Please look into these facts which are found at www.bluewaternavy.org.
I look forwarding to hearing from you, provided it is not your standard form letter acknowledging receipt. I would like to hear your thoughts and you plans on attending to this issue.

Sincerely,

