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18 September 2007
The Honorable Daniel K. Akaka

Chairman, Senate Veterans Affairs Committee

141 Hart Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Fax: 202-224-2126

Dear Chairman Akaka:


The Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) wants to express concern and opposition to, “The Agent Orange Equitable Compensation Act” (S. 2026) that will reverse a ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (Hass v Nicholson) for veterans who patrolled the waters off Vietnam to file for disability benefits from exposure to Agent Orange. Previously the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) only allowed claims from service members who had served in country. 


The court decision stated that it did not make sense for veterans who patrolled Vietnam’s inland waterways and those simply passing through the country to receive medical coverage while those serving at sea do not. The ruling was issued in a case of a former sailor who served on an ammunition ship during the Vietnam War but never stepped foot on land. This issue is important to our members and FRA strongly supports the court decision allowing this class of veterans known as “Blue Water” Navy veterans to obtain this benefit.

To contact the Association’s legislative team, please call John Davis, FRA’s Director of Legislative Programs, at 703-683-1400 ext. #110, or via e-mail at john@fra.org.


Sincerely,


JOSEPH L. BARNES

National Executive Secretary
JLB:jrd:aal
cc:
The Honorable Jim Nicholson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs


The Honorable Richard Burr, Ranking Member, Senate Veterans Affairs Cmte.
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