ALERT:

Category 6, Agent Orange Exposed In-Country Vietnam Veterans' Healthcare Eligibility, May End Very Soon 

At a recent VISN 12 Veterans Advisory Council meeting at Hines VAMC in Chicago on September 26, 2008, the following exchange took place during the Q&A: 

Question: Mr. Toczek, VARO Chicago American Legion Office, stated during his 99th American Legion National Convention in August, there was some discussion about Resolution No. 85: Reinstate Vietnam Veterans with Agent Orange Exposure in the Department of Veterans Affairs Priority Group 6. WHEREAS, Until recently, Vietnam Veterans seeking care for a condition claimed to be related to said exposure were eligible for needed medical care, as those Veterans were enrolled and placed in Veterans Health Administration Priority Category six (6); and WHEREAS, The regulation placing those Vietnam Veterans in Category six (6) has expired and has not been re-instated. "We were not aware of the regulation expiring, can you shed some light on this for us." 

Answer: VISN 12 Director Roseborough's response: "The authority to provide care to Agent Orange veterans expired in December 2002, although VA has continued to treat veterans under this authority. Several Legislative Proposals to extend this authority to no avail. Therefore, we are currently seeking approval to discontinue treatment under this authority (does not effect registry exams), but the Executive Decision Memo is still circulating around VA for approval. Therefore, these veterans are still being enrolled in Priority Category 6 based on exposure to Agent Orange." 

What This Means: Although the authority in law to treat Agent Orange exposed veterans under priority group 6 expired in December 2002, the VA has continued to enroll and treat eligible applicants under priority group 6 using internal administrative policy and procedure as authority and guidance. Apparently, they are reaching the end of their discretionary legal and financial rope on this issue and, unless new legal authority is granted in the near future, they will terminate this program. The unfortunate part is that this recent information revelation, as well as any future program termination, will likely get little if any coverage in the form of a public news release; many potentially eligible veterans will be locked out without advanced notice. 

What To Do: We need to immediately get the word out to all Vietnam Veterans, who served in-county in the Republic of Vietnam, and have not yet enrolled for VA Health Care eligibility under priority group 6. 

Eligibility applications can be obtained at your County Veteran’s Service Office (CVSO) or by downloading the VA Form 10-10EZ at: https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/.  

On the bottom of the second page of the application form, be sure to check the 'YES' box on the question that asks: WERE YOU EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE WHILE SERVING IN VIETNAM? On the last page of the application, check the block that says: NO, I DO NOT WISH TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL INFORMATION IN SECTIONS VII THROUGH X. Be sure to then sign and date the bottom of the last page.  Make you have completed all applicable areas, including the name and social security number on the top of pages 2 and 3.  A COPY of your military separation document, DD Form 214, which verifies your in-country service in the Republic of Vietnam must be submitted with the application.  If you do not have a copy of this your local CVSO can assist you in obtaining one.  Once the application is completed it is suggested that you have it reviewed at the CVSO.  A copy of the application can be provided you, at your request, and the application mailed from the office.   


If you have any questions about this news article or would like assistance in completing an application,  please contact your Manitowoc County Veterans Service Office.

Manitowoc County Veterans Service Office

4319 Expo Drive, PO Box 935

Manitowoc, WI 54220

(920) 683-4055
