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Chemical Operations Diviston
ACT3-00 26 September 1969

(CIMORAKDUM FOR: IIT MAF CHEMICAL OFFICER (CPT 1OTT)

SUBSICT: Report of Investigation inio Poesible Horbicide Damage at
Vietnamege Naval CUcmpound ai Da Nang

L, On Ch Sep ©9 the III MAF lhemicvel Oificer, CPT Tott, and CPT Bills
fromw Hi MACV vigited the Vietnamese Naval Compound at Ds Nang o
investigate pcssible herbicide damage, Personnel contacted were:

a, LCMDR Jemes - US Advisor.
b, Mr. Xuvap - Chief of Staff (VH).
c. LT Shirk - U Aldvisor.

. All tke Ausiralian pire {cmsuariuna) loceted oa ilhe compound apreared

to be demd, Most of the broedleaf trees were elther coapletely volid of
foiiage or i{n various stages of loosing their leaves. Wherever 1t was
poesible to cheerve new rowth, the growthk showed the effzcts of herbiclde.
The broadleaf vine growing oo the slopes sround the hillicp housing
compoun? also choyed herbizide demage. The herbicide Jsmage vas
limited to the Havy compound. Vegetatiop groulng on low hills pear th
compound 413 not show herblcide demege.

2, While surveying the compound = total of el:;bt ORANGE harbilcide

barrels were found. Four of thege vere locatnd in the POL yard; tuo of
them hed a sztrong .dor of herbicide. The remainiig Tour barrels werc
located near a signal van and were filled with s=ssline. The gasoline

vas used to operate a power generator. It umas exialnsd to LONER Jemes
and Mr. Xuso that the gasoline in the barrela oy oataln suell quontities
of kerbleide, and when buwned in the generator engiae the exhmuat produced
vill contain vaporized herbicide capmble of elfectiry vegetation la the
irmediate aree. It wag also pointed out that vapors €rom residuml
herbicide left in empty barrels nre a poientlal <cource of herblclie

damage Lo nearby vegetation.



MACJ3-09 26 September 1969
SUICECT: Report of Investigation into Posslble Herbicide Damaue at
Vietnunese Faval Compound at Da Nang

h. LCMDR Jomes and My, Xuan stated that the signal ven and generator had
heen on the compound for approximetely four months. The severs damage

to the broadlesf trees surrounding the hilltop bouslng compound has occurred
since the generstor has been in operation.

5. It was recommended that 8ll herbicide barrsls be made unuscable and
removed from the compound and a contrel aystem be established to prevent
herbilcide barrels from enteriazg the compound in the future,

RAY W. BILLS
CPL, USA
Cal Cpns Offlicer

Copy Furoished
LIC Simonson, HACJI3I-053
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Materials coded RED and BLUE are specific for defolintion of broad leaf
plants. The material coded white is used for crop destruction and only a small
quantity is used. Drums coded white arc not considered hazardous tu most

plants in the city. QE:

1. The defoliant arrives in Dananr and is turned over to the 511 Ordinance
Depot, AZVY. This Unit is responsible for moving the material to ‘
Danang Air Base, » 7

2. The contents of the drums are transferred to underpround tanks at the
Air Base. The physical transfer is done by the 202 lanalinzg and
Loading Platoon, I Corps Hq., Danang.

3. We believe that the damage caused by residual material in the used
drums can be minimized if the drums are burned out before they are
brought into towm,

We recommend action be initiated which will result in a prohibition against
movement of these drums into Danang city and surrounding rural areas unless they
have been proverly cleaned.

We have personally recommended to the Chemical Warfare Officer, MACY/ICTZ
that a flushing system be installed on the aircraft which are used to apply
defoliants in the ICTZ, This will minimize damage to vegetadle preducing
areas around and in Danang City.
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